
Colchicum 'Waterlily'. 

L a u g h i n g ch i ld ren r u n a l o n g the s tone pa th ­
ways a g a i n . L o v e r s t ake the i r w e d d i n g vows 
u n d e r t h e c a n o p y o f hund red -yea r -o l d t rees . 
R o c k h o u n d s c o m e t o a d m i r e t h e co l l ec t i on 
o f pe t r i f ied w o o d a n d o ther u n u s u a l r o c k 
t ypes . Av id ga rdeners b e n d d o w n t o e x a m i n e 
the eve r -chang ing d isp lay o f a lp ine a n d o ther 
h e r b a c e o u s pe renn ia l s . P h o t o g r a p h e r s a n d 
pa in te rs f i nd a m p l e o p p o r t u n i t y for the i r 
a r t . A n d - a m o d e r n a d d i t i o n to t h e m a n y 
h is tor ic a t t rac t ions o f t h e g a r d e n - h u n g r y 
p a t r o n s w i n d the i r way up t h e s t o n e s teps 
t o w a r d s t h e cr i t ical ly acc l a imed res tau ran t 
tha t occup ies t h e rep l ica o f R e a d e r ' s h o u s e 
i n t h e cent re o f t h e p roper t y . 

T h e r e h a v e b e e n seve ra l d e v e l o p m e n t s 
s ince 2 0 0 6 . T h e C o l o r a d o sp ruce t r ee near 
t h e h o u s e has b e e n c h o s e n for t h e u p c o m i n g 
ed i t ion o f t he A lbe r t a He r i t age Tree Pro ject 's 
Alberta Trees of Distinction p u b l i c a t i o n . 
A rch iva l p h o t o g r a p h s c i rca 1 9 2 0 s h o w th is 
t r ee as a k n e e - h i g h sap l i ng . 

N a t u r e e d u c a t o r s i n C a l g a r y ' s p a r k s 
d e p a r t m e n t a re n o w h o l d i n g R e a d e r R o c k 
G a r d e n one -day schoo l s where e lemen ta ry 
s c h o o l s t u d e n t s l ea rn a b o u t n a t u r e , p l an t 
b i o l o g y , a n d g a r d e n i n g a n d p lay h i s t o r i c 
g a m e s s u c h as c r o q u e t a n d h o r s e s h o e s . A 
t o u r o f t h e ad jacent U n i o n C e m e t e r y he lps 
the ch i l d ren u n d e r s t a n d h is to ry t h r o u g h t h e 
s tor ies o f s o m e o f C a l g a r y ' s m o s t n o t a b l e 
ear ly c i t i zens . 

N e w gove rnmen ta l f u n d i n g has m a d e p o s ­
sible t he rehabi l i ta t ion o f t h e second a n d f ina l 
p h a s e o f t h e p ro jec t . T h e Wes te rn S l o p e , a s 

R e a d e r n a m e d t h e a rea , wi l l be rep lan ted by 
t h e e n d o f t h e 2 0 0 8 s e a s o n . 

Perhaps m o s t exc i t i ng i s t h e rehab i l i ta t ion 
o f t h e t w o la rge p o n d s i n t h e Wes t G a r d e n , 
n o w n e a r i n g c o m p l e t i o n . R ec en t improve¬ 
m e n t s t o t h e p u m p i n g s y s t e m wi l l a l l o w 
these or ig ina l p o n d s to r u n dai ly, t rea t ing t h e 
garden 's v is i tors , b o t h h u m a n a n d fea thered, 
to c a s c a d i n g waterfal ls a n d a t r i ck l ing s t e a m . 
T h e g o a l th is year i s to p lant up the b e d s near 
t h e p o n d s un t i l t hey m i r r o r archiva l p h o t o ¬ 
g r a p h s . A c c o r d i n g t o Reade r ' s o w n p h o t o s 
a n d p lan t l is t , t h e p o n d ' s e d g e was b o r d e r e d 
w i t h co l lec t ions o f s h o o t i n g s ta rs , bel l f low-
ers , i r i ses , s e d u m s a n d p r i m r o s e s , a n d t h e 
s t r e a m e d g e was b u r s t i n g w i t h os t r i ch ferns 
a n d m a r s h m a r i g o l d s . 

V is i tors o f ten ask a b o u t t he g a z e b o ( R e a d ­
er ca l led i t the hut) a n d t h e m a n y w o o d e n 
benches f o u n d t h r o u g h o u t t h e s i te. T h e de¬ 
s i gns , typ ica l o f t h e p o p u l a r A r t s a n d C ra f t s 
sty le o f t h e t i m e , a re c o p i e d f r o m Reade r ' s 
p h o t o g r a p h s o f h is o w n hu t a n d b e n c h e s . 
H a n d m a d e f r o m s a s k a t o o n b r a n c h e s b y 
loca l c r a f t s m a n F r e d C o a t e s , each b e n c h i s 
an o r ig ina l . A b e n c h s p o n s o r s h i p p r o g r a m 
s u p p o r t s t h e e n d o w m e n t f u n d t h a t he lps 
t o e n s u r e t h e f u t u r e ca re o f t h e g a r d e n . 
H e i r l o o m sweet p e a s , r e c o m m e n d e d t o ear ly 
C a l g a r i a n s by R e a d e r a n d h is con tempora r¬ 
ies , are g r o w n t o d a y on t h e hu t as t h e y were 
w h e n t h e R e a d e r fami ly l ived here . 

M a y a n d J u n e are t h e m o n t h s t o experi¬ 
ence t h e ga rden ' s s p r i n g b u l b s a n d a lp ine 
p lan t s a t the i r b e s t . R e a d e r was q u i c k t o 
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Cyclamen purpurescens. 

Campanula thyrsoides. 
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